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GOV. EASLEY APPOINTS HOWARD TO LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION STUDY 
COMMISSION 

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley has appointed George A. Howard of Raleigh to the North Carolina 
Land and Water Conservation Study Commission. 

Howard is the co-founder and executive vice-president of Restoration Systems, LLC.  He is the director 
of the National Mitigation Banking Association and a member of the Communications Committee for 
the Triangle Land Conservancy.  Howard received the Corporate Conservation Award in 2004 from the 
N.C. Coastal Land Trust.  He received his Bachelor’s degree in political science from UNC at Chapel 
Hill. 

The commission identifies and evaluates the existing sources of state funding for the public acquisition 
of land or interests in land to protect drinking water quality, prevent polluted runoff and conserve 
natural areas, urban forests and land visible from scenic highways in N.C.  The commission is 
responsible for historic preservation and economic and community development tied to land and water 
conservation.  The commission collects research and information from N.C. and other states and 
jurisdictions regarding incentive-based techniques and management tools used to protect land and 
water and assess the applicability of such tools and techniques to land conservation in N.C.  The 
commission has 16 members.  The governor appoints three members.  The senate president pro 
tempore and the speaker of the house each appoint 5 members.  The treasurer’s designee, the director 
of the Governor’s Policy Office or the director’s designee, the secretary of the Environment and 
Natural Resources or the secretary’s designee also serve on the commission. 
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